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International Exchange of Educational Technology in Four Decades of Reform and Opening Up:

Progress and Outlook
GENG Nan, WANG Zhijun

Abstract: China’s educational technology has re—started and developed rapidly, exploring a development path of
ICT in education with Chinese characteristics that “actively draws on international experience and closely combines
domestic realities” since the reform and opening up. International exchange plays a pivotal role in the development of
education technology in China. The historical literature research method is used to sort out the development of
international exchanges of China’ s educational technology during the 40 years of reform and opening up. It is found
that the development of international exchange of China’s educational technology has gone through three stages: the
early stage (1978 to the beginning of the 21st century), the initial development stage (from the early 21st century
to 2010) and the booming stage (2010—present). The results of international exchange of educational technology are
mainly reflected in four dimensions: participation and hosting of international conferences, introduction and export
of academic achievements, collaborating international projects, and open training of international talents. After 40
years of reform and opening up, international exchanges of China’s educational technology have shifted from input
to output, and from participation to dominance, showing that the influence of China’s educational technology on the
international stage is constantly rising. However, during its development, there are still problems, such as the
communication subjects is excessively concentrated, and the output and dissemination of academic achievements
with Chinese characteristics is insufficient. Therefore, the future development should be based on the theoretical
innovation of educational technology with Chinese characteristics and enhance China’ s international discourse
power; it is necessary to conduct international exchanges for multi—subjects, establish an international talent
training system, and improve international communication capabilities. Only in this way can China’ s educational
technology innovation go global and lead the global development of ICT in education.

Keywords: Reform and Opening Up; Educational Technology; International Exchange; Development Progress;

Outlook; Historical and Documentary Research Method
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